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Introduction

What is the role of Taiwanese Youth in the 2012
election?

What kind of strategies are done by political parties to
attract Youth group?

What is the motivation, if any, of the youth to
participate in political process?
Link between participation and voting



Methodology

Observation at political rallies, campaign
headquarters and polling stations

Interviews/discussions with youth representatives/
volunteers at campaign headquarters

Secondary sources- TVBS etc



(1) Political views of TW Youth
and their position in the 2012
election
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First Voters (B % %)

Age 20 or above are eligible to vote in TW.

Age 20-24: first time to vote for political elections; persons
who had not yet reached 20 in the last election (2008).

According to the numbers published by the ministry of
interior there is about 1.6mil.

The actual turnout was around 7.5%, thus 1.2mil represent
the number of vote by them. Thus, its proportion in total
voters: 8.8%.



P
First Voters (B %)

- Voters aged between 20-29 is 3.46mil. Thus, The First
voters consist of 34% of the Youth group.



_
Youth Group in the 2012 election

The group aged between 20 to 29 is about 3.46mil, and
consists about 20% of the total electorate.

Difficult to predict their attitude for the candidates (Not
defined by political color; pan-blue or pan-green), while
the attitude of the elder groups are fixed usually.
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Youth Group in the 2012 election

Excluding those in the military services, almost a half of
the First voters (consists 34 % of the group aged between
20-29) are college and university students, and a half of
them are already working.

Economic issues is important for them rather than
Political identity issue. Mainly education and employment
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Youth Group in the 2012 election

The total unemployment rate was about 4.4%, while that
of the First voters were around 12.8%, last year (2011)

Ma’ s government has successfully reduced the total rate
of unemployment proportionately by about 15% compared
to the 2010. However, they only reduced that of First
voter’ s group by 0.5%.



- Supporting Rate by Age
(1/13)

8 2-2° 2012 MREARRBASZRHERFRINE

21 £
20-29 30-39 ¢ 40-49 % 50-59 1 60 MLAE
(100%) (18%) (20%) (21%) (19%) (21%)
&RE 43 40 40 48 48 41
FREEC 35 41 42 35 31 26
FAEC 6 7 8 6 7 4
FRRE 16 12 11 10 14 29

Base * 20 BRLA E S AR AV A MR B

SOURCE: TVBSR Z 32 0 -2012 FEHE K& 1/3 - 1/13 FHEAHAK R



P —

Youth Motivation

Taiwanese Youth are much more interested in economic
issue rather than political issue.

Political views of the Youth are not fixed according to
ideological issue.

They are influential for the outcome of election, in terms
of their proportion in the total electorate.

DPP supporter are mostly young people



(2) Advertisement and other
strategies to arise Youth interest in
Politics



/
-Accerding to statistics of Taiwan-s Council for Economic

Planning and Development, Taiwan' s population will stop
growing and start falling in 2022.

-Taiwanese youth aren't exactly chomping at the bit to get
involved in political activities .



. Planmng and Development, Taiwan’ s population will stop
growing and start falling in 2022.

-Taiwanese youth aren't exactly chomping at the bit to get
involved in political activities .

So, what's the best way to get
them interested in political

matters?




Freddy Lin

-front man of Taiwan most

well known metal band,
Chthonic

-GUTS United, an
organization that strives to
get Taiwanese youth to care
about Taiwan's political
future




-the way to ,m&ep{litics
accessible to youth is to
make it fun, rather than

boring and preachy

- something that young

people can relate to and
enjoy, while imparting a
basic message that they

can latch onto.

“Globally, the young people don’ t care too much about
political things,” Lim laments. “They care more about
their own lives, so they don’ t pay much attention to
serious political issues.
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Advertisement and measure
taken by Political Parties to

engage Youth in Politics

-DPP established a youth group, Freddy Action
in 2008

-Freddy Action designed eye catching
promotional products, including stickers, flags
and mobile phone straps.

-“ Turn the tide”

-Gave youth the freedom to carry on their own
activities

-DPP invites Freddy Action representative in
meetings to listen to youth demands




-KMT set up three youth groups
dedicated to encourage youth
participation in the campaign for
the presidential election, including
the Youth League, the Youth Army
and the Youth Unit.

-One of the youth groups, the
GMD Youth League was set up in
2004-.
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Excitement and joy are written on GMD
supporters’ faces after gaining victory.




-The Youth Army was another
election apparatus for the
campaign.

It had an all-girl team with about
2,300 to 2,500 female students

-They were organized into a
sub-unit, named “Babes for Ma”.

-“Ten Rifles” was a design team
in Mr Ma' s election campaign.
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Excitement and joy are written on GMD
supporters’ faces after gaining victory.
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Voluntary Participation

Part 111 :

Youth and Voluntary Participation
in political activities



_
s it really Voluntary?

Corruption: - Generally no incidences of corruption
reported to suggest youth induced

No compulsory voting requirement in law

Youth and leadership - as part of transition
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Areas of volunteering

Campaign headquarters i.e. DPP and KMT campaign
head offices had youthful leadership. Generally more
youth witnessed in DPP camp pointing toward

pro nationalism’ sentiments

Organizing rallies and public mobilisation

Distribution of campaign materials
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Importance of youth volunteering

Discernible ‘life’ to the whole Taiwanese elections.
The youth more active and loud thus creating
‘electioneering mood’ . Good for high turnout.

Engaged for political transition thus stable Taiwan

High chances of constructive policy debate in the long
term i.e. cross-strait relations/ one-china policy



Conclusion

- Youth in Taiwan important stakeholders in Taiwanese
democracy

THANK YOU



